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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to the March edition of the Stoke Volunteer Managers Network
Newsletter. We are a group of organisations and individuals in the voluntary
sector who work with volunteers in some capacity; Volunteer Managers, Coordinators, Team Leaders, etc, whether paid or unpaid, in a large or small
organisation.
The newsletter enables us to reach those who haven't attended meetings and
to share our latest news, opportunities and events. Feel free to share amongst
your networks with those you think may be interested.

Background

The Stoke Volunteer Managers Network was set up in 2016 as part of our bid to
become City of Culture. Of course it sadly wasn't to be, however the group has
continued meeting regularly, initially face-to-face but virtually more recently,
using Zoom. Our meetings are friendly and informal - there are no official
minutes or agendas and you can dip in and dip out according to your
availability.
If you would like to be added to the mailing list and invited to future meetings,
please drop us a line at volunteering@vast.org.uk
If you would like to see something featured here, have events, case studies or
volunteer stories to share, please also get in touch.
March 2022

Page 02

March 2022

Stoke Volunteer Managers Network Newsletter
Have you joined our Facebook group? Request to join
here and help to grow the group by posting,
commenting and sharing volunteer opportunities.
You can also get news and updates via VAST
Volunteering on Facebook

March meeting topic - DBS Checks
Thanks to those that attended our March meeting. Again we saw some new faces,
which is always very encouraging.
Our discussion topic for this meeting was DBS checks. After receiving training from
NAVCA, Kelly and Jo wanted to share information and resources with the Network
about an area that often confuses people. One of the takeaway messages is that
DBS checks need only be carried out when volunteers are taking part in regulated
activities or otherwise meet the criteria listed on the DBS site. Unfortunately,
many charities take the approach of carrying out DBS checks on ALL volunteers
"just to be on the safe side"; this is the wrong approach and can be an unnecessary
infringement of someone's privacy.
After sharing some slides in a short presentation, we had a conversation about the
approach that members take and discussed some hypothetical situations. We
would advise anyone managing volunteers who is unsure whether a DBS check is
required

to

use

the

online

eligibility

tool:

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/dbs-eligibility-guidance
Slides from this training are at the end of this Newsletter and we plan to include
them in VAST's Volunteer Management Training. Members are welcome to get in
touch with us directly for further guidance if needed.
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If you have volunteer roles listed on the VAST
Volunteer Noticeboard please check they are
up-to-date and contact Jo or Kelly with any
changes.

Are we in danger of failing to capitalise
Christmas In The Courtyard

on the pandemic volunteering boom?
NPC (New Philanthropy Capital) held an event this week to look at the landscape
of volunteering and the sector as a whole, following the influx we experienced
when the pandemic began. Interesting questions were raised about the ways
the crisis was handled, the effects on capacity and whether opportunities were
maximised or wasted. Overall, it was about learning what we can take away and
use to strengthen the voluntary sector going forward.
You can watch the online event here: NPC YouTube Recording: Are we in
danger of failing to capitalise on the pandemic volunteering boom?
What have we learnt from the Covid-19 volunteering boom? By Dan Corry.
Retaining and empowering volunteers through and beyond Covid-19 by Rose
Anderson.
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Virtual Volunteer Fayres
All The Small Things and VAST worked together on a Virtual Volunteer Fayre, held
on the 2nd March and funded by SNBL (Stoke North Big Local). This was another
great opportunity for people interested in volunteering to find out more about
local opportunities from the comfort of their own homes. There were videos and
presentations from local organisations and potential volunteers were encouraged
to ask questions and take down details of any roles that appealed to them.
The Volunteer Managers Network will be holding our own Virtual Volunteer Fayre
once more in July. If you would like to be included, either as a guest or by sharing
a video, please get in touch with Jo or Kelly.

Are you holding a local event that needs to be promoted? We can help by sharing
amongst our networks both online and offline, on social media and in our
Newsletters that all have a wide reach to various audiences. Get in touch with any
invitations, graphics or videos and we will be happy to support.
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MEETING DATES 2022
Here are the meeting dates for the remainder of 2022. Invitations and Zoom links
will be sent out in the fortnight leading up to the meeting. If you would like to be
added to the invitation list, please contact Jo or Kelly on the email addresses
below.

May 27th 1pm - 3pm
August 26th 1pm - 3pm
November 25th 1pm - 3pm
jo.coulson@vast.org.uk
kelly.smith@vast.org.uk

www.vast.org.uk
01782 683030
info@vast.org.uk
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