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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to the November edition of the Stoke Volunteer Managers Network
Newsletter. We are a group of organisations and individuals in the voluntary
sector who work with volunteers in some capacity; Volunteer Managers, Coordinators, Team Leaders, etc, whether paid or unpaid, in a large or small
organisation.
The newsletter enables us to reach those who haven't attended meetings and
to share our latest news, opportunities and events. Feel free to share amongst
your networks with those you think may be interested.

Background

The Stoke Volunteer Managers Network was set up in 2016 as part of our bid to
become City of Culture. Of course it sadly wasn't to be, however the group has
continued meeting regularly, initially face-to-face but virtually more recently,
using Zoom. Our meetings are friendly and informal - there are no official
minutes or agendas and you can dip in and dip out according to your
availability.
If you would like to be added to the mailing list and invited to future meetings,
please drop us a line at volunteering@vast.org.uk
If you would like to see something featured here, have events, case studies or
volunteer stories to share, please also get in touch.
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Have you joined our Facebook group? Request to join
here and help to grow the group by posting,
commenting and sharing volunteer opportunities.
You can also get news and updates via VAST
Volunteering on Facebook

Meetings
It was great to see so many in attendance at our November meeting, including
some new faces! We're happy to welcome new members from organisations such
as the Haywood Foundation, Shared Lives and Voice of Hope.
We were also pleased to welcome our guest speaker, Jenni Lewis, from Potteries
Moneywise at Citizens Advice. Jenni gave an overview of the project and support
offered around finances, benefits and budgeting, and then answered questions
from members. Many of us have felt uncertainty around the subject, especially
when volunteers have had concerns or asked questions such as "will volunteering
affect my benefits?" or "is there a limited number of hours I'm allowed to do?". It's
certainly helpful to know that Potteries Moneywise are available to support us with
answers and guidance.
Jenni has agreed to come back next year for a deeper dive into some of these
subjects, which I'm sure we'll all appreciate.

Meanwhile, and for those who

couldn't attend, we have been asked to share this information.
Potteries MoneyWise https://www.pmwonline.org.uk/
Potteries Gold http://www.snscab.org.uk/about-us/potteries-gold/
Potteries Gold Benefits Leaflets
Jenni can be emailed directly at jenni.lewis@snscab.org.uk
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If you have volunteer roles listed on the VAST
Volunteer Noticeboard please check they are
up-to-date and contact Jo or Kelly with any
changes.

Christmas In The Courtyard
Our Christmas Virtual Volunteer Fayre is taking a different shape this year at an
event we are calling Christmas In the Courtyard, to be held at the Dudson Centre
on the 15th December. Alongside other activities and craft stalls, we are inviting
members of the public to join us, watch the short videos we have received from
members and discuss volunteering with our team in person. PLEASE NOTE: Due
to capacity, we are not inviting organisations to attend and hold stands at this
event.
If we already hold a video from you from a previous Virtual Volunteer Fayre, we
will use it on the day. If not and you would like to be included - or if you would
like to send an updated video - please email to Jo or Kelly by Monday 13th. If
you need support to put a video together, we are happy to help.
Here is the Eventbrite link for Christmas In The Courtyard for you to share in
your

channels:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christmas-in-the-courtyard-

tickets-203644655647
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Younger
Volunteers
Does your organisation recruit volunteers aged under 18? Jo and Kelly want to
hear about it. We are contacted every day by people looking for volunteer
opportunities, however from around September time we tend to find more
volunteers aged 16-18 (and some even younger) asking for our help. Some are
looking for short term placements to support the courses they are studying,
others just want something to do after school or college and at weekends. Unlike
other areas, we don't have a specific younger people's volunteering service and it
can be difficult finding suitable placements. If you are able to take on a younger
volunteer, please email us. We would also like to hear from organisations whose
volunteers are 18+ what the barriers or concerns are.

2022 Speakers
We need your ideas for guest speakers to be invited to future meetings! Are there
any areas of uncertainty or subjects of particular interest that would support you
in your work with volunteers? We try our best to make meetings as informative
and useful as they can be however the Network belongs to members and
therefore everyone's input counts. Please let us have your suggestions on this and
any other subject related to future meetings so we can continue to grow and help
others. .
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MEETING DATES 2022
February 25th 1pm - 3pm
May 27th 1pm - 3pm
August 26th 1pm - 3pm
November 25th 1pm - 3pm

Finally, best wishes and thanks to all of you who work so hard to support our local
community and make the Network what it is. We hope you have a fabulous
Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all in the New Year.

Direct contact details
Kelly Smith - kelly.smith@vast.org.uk
Jo Coulson - jo.coulson@vast.org.uk
Zi Khumalo - zi.khumalo@vast.org.uk
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