
 

9 October 2020 

Together We’re Better Stakeholder Update 

The current reality of COVID-19 is something that we still cannot escape. If you 
watched the recent briefing with PM Boris Johnson and Professor Chris Whitty, the 
consensus seemed to be that things are heading in the “wrong direction”. 

With national pleas for social distancing and the new restrictions not having the 
impact that we would all hope, cases are continuing to rise. Particularly in some 
hotspots including our neighbours in Birmingham and the Black Country and the 
North West. 

The national warnings are clear. We need to act now if we’re to reduce the risk of a 
national lockdown.  What’s important is that we can’t become complacent and need 
to emphasise the importance of Hands, Face, Space. It remains our best strategy to 
combat the virus. 

 

A new COVID-19 testing facility was opened at Keele University last week.  The 
walk-through testing site is open to students and members of the public with 
symptoms.  It is based at the Science and Innovation Park and will be open from 
8am to 8pm every day.  You can find further details here. 

A further national COVID-19 testing site has been opened at Burton Town Hall.  This 
walk-though site will help more people with symptoms to get tested and must be 
booked via the Government’s national booking portal at www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or 
by phoning 119.  This site will also be open from 8am to 8pm every day. 
Staffordshire County Council has been working with the Government to offer more 
testing across Staffordshire and this is the fourth Local Testing Site to open its doors 
in the county, with the other two being in Cannock and Newcastle. 

A warning to stick to the COVID-19 guidance was issued to people in South 
Staffordshire yesterday after a sharp rise in the district. Around 200 people have 
tested positive for the virus since the beginning of September and cases are 
continuing to rise.  No additional restrictions are being advised at this stage but to 
bring the rate of cases down people are being urged to strictly follow the national 
rules and do what they can to help reduce the spread of infection.  

The fastest way of knowing when you’re at risk from COVID-19 is to download the 
NHS COVID-19 contract tracing app that was launched on 24 September.  The 
quicker you know, the quicker you can alert your loved ones and your community.  
The more of us that use it the better we can control the virus.  So, protect your loved 
ones and if you’ve not yet got the app you can download it here. 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Newsroom/Articles/2020/10-October/Leaders-Welcome-New-Covid-19-Testing-Site-on-Keele-University-Campus.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus%20or%20by%20phoning%20119
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus%20or%20by%20phoning%20119
https://www.nhs.uk/apps-library/nhs-covid-19/


 

 
Talking of protecting your loved ones, and changing the subject from COVID-19, did 
you know that if you have a child in year’s 1-7 at school, they’ll qualify for a free flu 
vaccine this year?  The vaccine is delivered in the form of a nasal spray.  Look out 
for more information from your child’s school over the next few weeks or you can find 
out more on the NHS website. 
  

 

Don’t forget, that if you need medical help, the NHS is still here for you.  In an 

emergency please call 999 or go to your local A&E.  If you’re worried you might have 

symptoms of cancer or any other concerns about your health please call you GP 

practice or NHS111.  Please do not leave anything to chance, your NHS is still here 

for you. 
 

Some news for the Burntwood area is that construction work on a new health centre 

is due to begin in November.  The Greenwood House Medical Centre on Lichfield 

Road, Burntwood, will replace the Hudson Drive site of Darwin Medical Practice and 

provide 12 new consulting rooms, five treatment rooms, a healthcare/phlebotomy 

room, and a health education space in a single-story building. The plans also include 

accommodation for an adjoining pharmacy. 

 

It is hoped that the new centre will reduce pressure on local hospitals with purpose-

built, modern facilities designed to meet the demands of an ageing population with 

multiple healthcare needs. 

 

This year World Mental Health Day will be held on 10 October.  The Mental Health 

Foundation have shared some useful ‘How to’ guides which are filled with practical 

evidence-based information and tips on looking after your mental health which are 

available free to download. 
 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/flu-influenza-vaccine/?utm_source=nhsuk&utm_medium=paid_social&utm_content=Google&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIwf3ciJqi7AIVB7LtCh1_8wh0EAAYASAAEgIlJPD_BwE
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications


 

Useful resources 

Materials are available for the following campaigns; please can we ask for your help 

to promote them across your networks: 

− Stay Alert to Stay Safe – new youth focused ‘consequences’ social 

animations are now available on the campaign resource centre. 

‘consequences’ social animations 

− Stay Alert to Stay Safe posters: White background easy print for face 

coverings and distance 

− Stay Alert to Stay Safe translated posters 

− NHS Test and Trace posters: White background easy print for drive through 

testing and self-isolate 

− Symptoms posters: White background easy print for taste and smell 

• Wearing a face mask – translations (Arabic/French/Kurdish/Lithuanian/Pashto/ 
Polish/Portuguese/Romanian/Russian/Spanish/Tigrinya) 
 

• Hospital mask and face covering guidance materials: 
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/nhs-resources-
facilities/resources/isolate-your-household-nhs-resources-hospital-face-masks/ 

 

• Test and Trace materials are available to use on the Public Health England 
Campaign Resource Centre: https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/Test-and-
Trace/resources/. This includes BSL, easy read and large print formats here: 
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/Test-and-
Trace/resources/alternativeresources/ 

 

• Signposting materials with useful information on how people can contact their 
GP, order repeat prescriptions and manage wellbeing and existing conditions at 
home: https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/nhs-resources-
facilities/resources/health-at-home/  

 

• Public Health England guide on how older adults can stay active at home during 
coronavirus to maintain strength and balance: 
https://www.twbstaffsandstoke.org.uk/publications/coronavirus/86-phe-active-at-
home-booklet-21-may/file  

 

• Translated information leaflets for parents with new-borns during coronavirus: 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/maternity-leaflets-translated-
versions/  

 

• Mental wellbeing whilst staying at home: https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-
matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/ 

 

• North Staffordshire Combined Healthcare NHS Trust mental health support and 
advice guide: https://combined.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Combined-
Health-and-Wellbeing-Guidance-Final-Version.pdf 

 

https://midlandsregioninternalcommunications.cmail19.com/t/d-l-cclitd-tlhuujurw-f/
https://midlandsregioninternalcommunications.cmail20.com/t/d-l-muiluhk-tlkljjfly-y/
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/stay-alert-to-stay-safe-/resources/Translations-Posters/
https://midlandsregioninternalcommunications.cmail20.com/t/d-l-muiluhk-tlkljjfly-j/
https://midlandsregioninternalcommunications.cmail20.com/t/d-l-muiluhk-tlkljjfly-t/
https://www.stokeccg.nhs.uk/your-ccg-stoke/sot-publications/generic-publications-2/newsletters-alerts-and-publications/covid-19-resource-folder
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/nhs-resources-facilities/resources/isolate-your-household-nhs-resources-hospital-face-masks/
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/nhs-resources-facilities/resources/isolate-your-household-nhs-resources-hospital-face-masks/
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/Test-and-Trace/resources/
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/Test-and-Trace/resources/
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/Test-and-Trace/resources/alternativeresources/
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/Test-and-Trace/resources/alternativeresources/
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/nhs-resources-facilities/resources/health-at-home/
https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/nhs-resources-facilities/resources/health-at-home/
https://www.twbstaffsandstoke.org.uk/publications/coronavirus/86-phe-active-at-home-booklet-21-may/file
https://www.twbstaffsandstoke.org.uk/publications/coronavirus/86-phe-active-at-home-booklet-21-may/file
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/maternity-leaflets-translated-versions/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/maternity-leaflets-translated-versions/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-tips/
https://combined.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Combined-Health-and-Wellbeing-Guidance-Final-Version.pdf
https://combined.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Combined-Health-and-Wellbeing-Guidance-Final-Version.pdf


 

• Guidance on shielding: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-
shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-
on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19#what-
do-we-mean-by-extremely-vulnerable  

 

• Blood donation materials: https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/how-you-can-help/get-
involved/download-digital-materials/ 

 

• Public Health England has updated its coronavirus guidance in light of changes 
to the government’s advice and continue to ensure guidance for the public is 
timely and up to date.  All guidance for members of the public, as well as for 
people in clinical and non-clinical settings, is published and updated regularly on 
the GOV.UK collection page. 

 
For the latest information on coronavirus, please visit the NHS and government 
websites. 

Together We’re Better is the partnership of NHS and local government 

organisations, alongside independent and voluntary sector groups, that is 

working together to transform health and care services. You can find out more 

about us on our website:  https://www.twbstaffsandstoke.org.uk/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19#what-do-we-mean-by-extremely-vulnerable
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19#what-do-we-mean-by-extremely-vulnerable
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19#what-do-we-mean-by-extremely-vulnerable
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19#what-do-we-mean-by-extremely-vulnerable
https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/how-you-can-help/get-involved/download-digital-materials/
https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/how-you-can-help/get-involved/download-digital-materials/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-guidance
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.twbstaffsandstoke.org.uk/

